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As of this writing (6/30/03), we have over 230 people regis-
tered for the upcoming reunion in Mobile, AL. If you are like
me, those of you who haven’t as yet sent in your Reunion Regis-

tration Form, have set it aside to do at a later date. Well, that date is
nearly here . . . I need your form and funds sent in by
August 10 to ensure we have adequate transporta-
tion to all of the tours. Secondly, you must make your
hotel reservations by August 8, to GUARANTEE the
reduced rate and availability.  At the time, those rooms
that we had blocked for our group will be released to

the general public and you will be taken on a first come first served
basis. You know the saying, “Snooze, you Lose.”
 

Questions have arisen regarding the attire for Saturday evening’s
banquet. Since we will be providing you with plenty of beads and the
like . . . make it CASUAL!!!! Also, there is no need to have your picture
taken for the Memory Book in anything other than what you will wear
to the banquet. 

As always, we will need help with the Welcome Desk, Hospitality
Room, Chinese Auction and Ship’s Store. Can we see some new faces
involved this year and allow the REGULARS to sit back and relax at this
gathering? A sign-up sheet will be available at the Registration Desk. 
 

I hope you all have an enjoyable summer and looking forward to
seeing you in Mobile in Sept.  Have a safe trip and be prepared for
an outstanding stay in the DEEP SOUTH.

✵ ✵ ✵

P.S. If anyone is interested in obtaining uniform items, ie, rating insig-
nias . . . I have a source for them . . . contact me for cost.  Have pur-
chased rating insignia . . . for blue uniform, cost $6.
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Keeping us informed of your
address is very important
 . . . to both of us!

• We want to ensure that our
mail reaches you.

• We want to make sure you
receive your copy of the
“News.”

Send all address changes to:
RON CURTIS

207 W. Marvin Avenue
Owensville, Mo. 65066-1038

Name:
New Address:

New Phone #

Old Address:

Membership Dues
Yearly dues for membership in

our organization is $20. Checks
can be made out to any of the
Associations.

Life Membership Rates
If you have already paid your

2003 dues, credit for that
amount will be allowed toward
a LIFE MEMBERSHIP. We trust
your integrity, no proof of birth
date required.

AGE LIFETIME DUES
40-55 $170.00
56-60 135.00
61-65 120.00
66-70 100.00
71-75 80.00
76+ 65.00
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Next Issue:
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2003
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DON’T fORGET
All dues payments and
orders for merchandise

are to be sent to
DELL BANCROFT,

Treas.
3474 Ennfield Way NW

Duluth, GA 30096
e-mail: signondell@aol.com

                     THE
IS PUBLISHED FOUR TIMES A YEAR —
FEB., MAY, AUG., and NOVEMBER.

�����������		
 Editor
10130 N.W. 22 Court

Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
(954) 431-1560

e-mail–  printmn1@bellsouth.net
�����
���������
 Asst. Editor

10087 42nd Drive South, #103
Boynton Beach, FL 33436

(561) 735-7539
e-mail: jjwit tenborn17@aol.com
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Hospitality
Room & Desk

Volunteers
Spend an hour or so meeting

first and old timers with informa-
tion at the front door or in the
Hospitality  Room. You  are guar-
anteed an interesting  time. Just
ask the volunteers who  stood
watches previously –  we had to
talk them into being relieved.

Ship’s Store
Volunteers

We’ve been very successful
in past reunions in sharing this
task among volunteers. Mem-
bers volunteer an hour or so for
a “watch” when the store is
open. Don’t hesitate to volunteer
and put your name on the list
. . . it’s effortless and a great way
to meet others.

The Chinese
Auction

Remember to bring an un-
wrapped gift that will be “auc-
tioned off” to help subsidize the
cost of the Hospitality Room. The
article can be anything from a
special handmade item to that
really ugly clock that Aunt Clara
sent you last Christmas. The
“Auction” will be held on Satur-
day and items will be on display
Thursday and Friday.

Sept. 10 –14, 2003
If you are

planning to
attend the
reunion,

please notify
Ron so that you

can receive a
“Reunion Packet”

with all the
details

See you at the
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From the Airport:
Approximately 17
miles. Follow Airport
Blvd East 8 miles to I-
65 South. Take to I-10
East. Go 7 miles to the
Water Street exit (exit
26-B). The hotel is at
the end of the ramp on
the left.

From the North:
I-65 South to 165 Con-
nector -exit 9-. Follow
4 miles. Hotel will be
on the right. 64 South
Water Street.

From the East:
I-10 West to Mobile.
Exit at the Water
Street exit 26-B. The
hotel is at the end of
the ramp on the left.

From the West:
I-10 East to Mobile.
Exit at the Water
Street exit (26-B). The
hotel is at the end of
the ramp on the left.

From the South:
The Adam's Mark Ho-
tel sits on the northern
most edge of Mobile
Bay and therefore
driving directions are
not applicable from
the south. Please use
directions coming
from the east or the
west

 Driving Directions to the
Adams Mark Hotel
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Not Attending the Reunion?
Enjoy the Reunion with your copy of the Reunion
Book. Fill out the form below, enclose payment of
$22.00 (includes tax & shipping) and mail to the
address shown. Your Reunion Book will be shipped
in about twelve weeks following the reunion. If you
would like to include yourself in the Reunion Book,
e-mail us an image (please 2"x3" color 250dpi file
minimum) of yourself/family to the e-mail address
below. In the body of your e-mail, please include
the Reunion Name and your name(s) as you want
them in the Reunion Book.

. . . For the Good Times Since 1965
Classic Reunions

2515 7th Avenue  Greeley, Colorado 80631-8447
Phone:  (800)334-6388

 e-mail: CLAREUNION@AOL.COM
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Phone: 251.873.5001
Fax: 251.873.5110 – 877.526.2467

Located on Hwy. 193 S., Dauphin Island
Parkway across from Mobile Bay. 78 spaces
with 30 & 50 amp, water/sewer/ electricity/
cable. Bath house/laundry. Pets ok. Open 7
days a week.
���)&0'������������.�1���'#+���(��2��%�+

�,�-..�3
Phone: 251.342.3383

3.5 miles west of I-65 on US 98 West (Exit
5B). Turn lef t between Moffet t Rd. Baptist
Church & B.P. Gas station (Howell's Ferry
Road). South 1 block to Dover St. Left on Do-
ver 0.2 miles to park.
!�"#$%&��'��&(����#4��"&(�� 1��%+&5%��+
��5(��!�"#$%&��'��&(
��,�--.�/3
Phone: 251.861.2742

Walking trails to Audubon Bird Sanctuary.
Boardwalk to secluded beach on the gulf. Free
boat launches - in gulf in 5 minutes! Large
group pavilion with Bar-B-Q grill. Washers 7
dryers, playground and campground store.
�6� ����#4��"&(�.�- ��$+�(��+�!�)+'
���(��$+�(��+
��,�-.�3/
Phone: 251.653.9816

Mobile's only Kampground with E-Z Off-On
access to 1-10 and U.S. Hwy. 90. Large shady
lots. Easy pull-thru parking on lots shaded by
huge oaks and pines. Complete Camp Store.
�6.�� ������#4��"&(�7- � ��8�'�&� �(��
��+����92��%�+:
��,�-.�/�
Phone: 251.675.6347
800.287.3208

Jct. I-65 & Hwy. 43 - Exit 19. Recreational
vehicle campground. 76 sites from primitive
sites to full hookup pull-thru sites for big rigs.
On-site management. Modem friendly.

★ ★ ★
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HISTORIC MOBILE
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm

As you tour historic Mobile, your guide will tell
you about the Architecture, history and customs of
the area. You will tour Fort Conde and the Richards-
DAR house where tea will be served.
The cost will be $27 per person.

USS ALABAMA MEMORIAL PARK
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Your coach will be at the Adam’s Mark for a tour
to the USS ALABAMA MEMORIAL PARK. You will tour
the battleship, the Submarine USS Drum and the air-
craft pavilion.  A Memorial Service will be held on
the fantail. Lunch will be served in the Pavilion. The
tour will continue on to Chickasaw and a tour of the
LST 325. They are grateful for any donations you
would like to give.
The cost is $37 per person.

BEAU RIVAGE CASINO
4:00 pm to 10:00 pm

Coach will depart the hotel for the BeauRivage
Casino in Biloxi, MS for an evening of gaming. You
will receive $15 in play money. Dinner on your own.
The cost is $20 per person.

COTTON BLOSSOM DINNER CRUISE
6:30 pm to 9:30 pm

Meet in the hotel lobby for a short stroll to the
Cotton Blossom for a dinner cruise. Dinner will be
served as you cruise. The mobile river.
The cost is $40 per person.

NAVAL AVIATION MUSEUM-PENSACOLA
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Board the coach for a tour of the naval aviation
museum in Pensacola. Tour the museum and lunch
will be served at the Mustin beach officers club.
The cost is $37 per person.
The Imax Theater is $5.74 extra.

BELLINGRATH GARDENS
11:00 am to 3:30 pm

Board the coach for beautiful Bellingrath Gardens
and home. Lunch will be served in the Magnolia Res-
taurant before we tour the gardens and home.
The cost is $39 per person.

Driver and guide  gratuities  are not included in the tour price
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. . . should be pre-reserved

Web sites of
interest

www.av7.8m.com/
Currituck pics, Assn. info

http://home.att.net/~brisbane-adams
Everglades pics, Assn. info

http://leeschwan.home.att.net
or

http://home.att.net/~leeschwan
Everglades pics,  info

http://personal.bellsouth.net/mia/p/r/printmn1/
Assn. Reunion info

http://65.109.76.241/
TM pics, much more info

www.hullnumber.com
www.military.com

www.militaryconnections.com
www.classmates.com

You can leave your name on some of these
sites for possible contact by others.

You can also check the sites of other vessels
you have served on for other shipmates.

Raffle
Winner . . .
Jack Wittenborn
was the winner of
the raffle for the

Room and Reunion package.

Did you know?
In 1907, when state legislation
was seriously considering passing
a prohibition bill, a delegation led
by Mobile’s mayor traveled to
Montgomery to try to prevent it.
N.J. McDermott, president of the
Bank of Mobile, wired Mobile
legislators that “unless anti-prohi-
bitionists win, please give notice
that Mobile is prepared to secede
from the State of Alabama.”

★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★
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course of the Civil War. By closing the
South's last port open to world com-
merce, Farragut cut off the sources of
war supplies that would otherwise
have f lowed unimpeded in the
Confederacy's overland supply routes
to battlegrounds. It became another
classic case of control of the sea‹a
lesson learned from ancient times to
the present. Farragut, a man who once
said that “the best defense is well di-
rected f ire from your own guns,”
learned and taught the lesson well.

A grateful nation honored the hero
of Mobile Bay with the rank of four-
star admiral, and some even sug-
gested he seek the nomination for
President, an accolade he declined.

��������	��
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This famed American naval officer,

who led the Union assaults on New
Orleans and Mobile Bay during the
Civil War, was the first United States
naval leader to be advanced to the
rank of Admiral. He also was among
the first truly American heroes of His-
panic descent. Admiral Farragut was
born July 5, 1801 near Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, the son of a Spanish father,
George Farragut, and a North Caro-
linian mother, Elizabeth Shine. Young
David Farragut went to sea at age 8,
and earned an appointment as mid-
shipman in the United States Navy at
9 . He first saw naval combat during
the War of 1812 and also
took his first command
when he was made
prize master of a cap-
tured British ship, the
BARCLAY. He was
12 years old.

Admiral Farragut's
place in naval history
became assured in Au-
gust 1864 at the Battle of Mobile
Bay. Leading the attack on this Con-
federate resupply por t, Farragut
lashed himself to the maintop of his
flagship, the HARTFORD, so that he
could better direct the battle. Maneu-
vering his fleet of ships through a field
of mines‹called "torpedoes" then‹he
pressed the attack upon the defend-
ing forts, ordering "Damn the torpe-
does! Four bells! Captain Drayton, go
ahead! Jouett, full speed!"

Beyond the drama of these words
and the circumstances in which they
were uttered, Farragut's victory in the
Battle of Mobile Bay is more signifi-
cant for its strategic impact on the

More history  . . .
Mobile’s role in the history can still

be seen during a visit to Fort Morgan
at Gulf Shores and Fort Gaines on
Dauphin Island. The 1864 Battle of
Mobile Bay was a turning point in the
Civil War when Union t roops at-
tacked both forts to take control of the
last active Confederate Port on the
Gulf of Mexico. Determined to take
the Port of Mobile, after losing the
ironclad Tecumseh to torpedoes Con-
federate defenders had planted, Ad-
miral David Farragut cried, "Damn the
torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" and
overtook the Port for the Union.
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— Original Message —
From: Pierre Lavigne
To: gunner1@fidnet.com
Sent: Wednesday, April 16,
2003 4:44PM
Subject: Hello, do you
recognize this plane?

Hello, Do you recognize
this plane? It’s parked in
my town’s airport. I’m in-
terested about its history.
Have a nice evening. Pierre
LAVIGNE

Från: Ron Curtis
<gunner1@fidnet.com
Ämne: Re: Hello, do you
recognise this plane ?
Datum: Mon, 21 Apr 2003
13:52:50 -0500

Pierre, The plane you are re-
ferring to was assigned to
the USS CURRITUCK, during
her service in the Navy. I
recall it being aboard when
I served aboard in 1965-66.
Was used to ferry parts and
personnel to the ship. Last
we knew it was owned by
someone in Michigan I
think. The association
would love to have any ad-
ditional photos that might
be available and any infor-
mation on the present
owner. Look forward to
hearing back from you.

Ron Curtis Sec
USS Currituck Assn

❸

❶

—— Original Message ——-
From: “Pierre Lavigne” <pierre.lavigne@spray.se
To: “Ron Curtis” <gunner1@fidnet.com
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2003 4:41 PM
Subject: RE: Re: Hello, do you recognize this plane?

Ron,
That plane, right know is parked in Toulouse, South of France in an

“old planes” museum. (web site: http://aatlse.free.fr/fr/index.htm)
I wrote “parked” because the unknown American owner had parked

it there without any explanations.
People can watch the plane, take photos of it (through the protec-

tions), but no guides can give any explanations about this plane’s his-
tory.

The reason of that ignorance might be the lack of English knowledge
in that museum.

I will check out more carefully, and ask people, next time I visit the
Museum.

I will send you the few pictures I had taken of that Grumman, the
newest will come soon.

In order to help the guides, can you please write some lines about
that airplane, so I can translate it for the French guides, I’m pretty okay
on translating some English to French.

I’m sure the guides would appreciate some personal stories about
that airplane.

My slug mail address is: Pierre LAVIGNE    21, rue du Camélia 31400
TOULOUSE      FRANCE
P.S. : Here are the addresses and phone numbers of the museum.
Webmaster : webmaster.aatlse@free.fr
Association : aatlse@free.fr
Téléphone /Fax :05.61.21.70.01 (Tel Bureau Président)  05.61.18.61.77 (Tel Atelier)
05.61.86.86.26 (Fax)  Ailes Anciennes Toulouse  31, rue du Rempart Matabiau 31000
Toulouse

E-mails
from

France

❷
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AV7 shipmate shares memories
and photos with family and Ron
Subject: USS Currituck AV -7 Operation High Jump Antarctic photos.
Ron Curtis, and Paz kin;

Kinfolk, as most of you know, the US Navy sent me on a cruise to the
Antarctic aboard the Sea-
plane Tender, USS Currituck
AV -7 during our winter
months of 1946-1947. There-
fore, as a crewman of that
fine ship, I qualified for, and
became a member of USS
Currituck and Combined As-
sociation, which is presided
over by Ron Curtis.

Ron asked me to share my
file of photographs I ex-
posed during that assign-
ment as a Photographer. His-
torically, these photos are im-
portant to shipmates, as well
as to myself, as a record of
the unique experience we
shared; moreover, I would
hope that my descendants
are equally interested in the
expedition itself for it’s signifi-
cance to the American story,
and the role played out by
one member of your family.

Attached, are two scenes depicting life aboard our vessel which are
being sent to The Combined Assn. in care of Ron Curtis for possible fur-
ther dissemination to other veterans of Operation Highjump, Task Force-
68

For Posterity I am the Eureka Old Timer.      –Herbert Paz

iceberg off the fantail

sickbay

★ ★ ★

Attention Sub vets in San Jose vicinity
Looking for sub vets in zip code 951or cities from Big Sur north to San

Mateo, from the ocean to the mountains (Calaveras) just to the East of I-
680 in the San Jose area. Please check Archie Boccia’s let ter in the TM’s
Mail Call.
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Should be returned by August 10

BY SANDY BAUERS. Knight Bidder News

ABOARD THE USS HARRY S.
TRUMAN, EASTERN MEDITERRA-
NEAN — Steven DeLuna approaches
the tiny white table with reverence.

He picks up the white plate ever so
carefully. Meticulously, he dusts
around the small pile of salt in the cen-
ter. He dusts the white tablecloth un-
derneath,

Most of the time aboard this aircraft
carrier, DeLuna, 19, of  Piano, Texas,
works with the Sea Sparrow air-to-air
missile. But now, during a temporary
duty in the wardroom, he’s made it a
personal mission to care for this soli-
tary table, set for one, where no one
ever sits.

The table is dedicated to the honor
and memory of POWs and MIAs.
While other chairs in the room have
covers of royal blue trimmed with
gold, the single chair at this table is
covered in white.

Even when the room is rearranged
for special events, the white table stays
put. DeLuna knows and appreciates
Navy traditions. He knew what the
table meant and asked to clean it dur-
ing his stint in the wardroom.

“The entire time I’m cleaning,” he

said. “I just know that’s one of. those
things to be solemn for. I try to be more
on the respect ful side, not rushing
through it.”

Similar tables exist throughout the
military. There are variations, but most
are small like this one.

Its size symbolizes “the fragility of
one prisoner alone against the oppres-
sor,” according to a small placard on
the table.

On it, there’s a glass of water is “to
quench their, thirst for freedom” and
salt “to remind us of the pain they
feel.”

A maroon silk chrysanthemum sig-
nifies “the blood our fallen shipmates
shed.”

White china symbolizes “the purity
of their hearts” and white linens “a
clean bandage for their wounds.”

A small American flag and small
POW-MIA flag also stand in bases
on the table.

“On certain days, it just hits you,
what it represents,” said Ensign Mike
Bell, 35, a disbursing officer from
Union Springs, Ala. “It keeps that
memory alive.”
Sandy Bauers reports for The Philadelphia Inquirer.

★ ★ ★

A personal mission to care for this
Solitary table set for one, where
no one ever sits
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Currituck
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The following names are of shipmates who have joined  the association
since the last newsletter was printed.

Due to some poor copies of original applications, some bad handwriting, and not to mention some weak
typing skills and eyes of the typesetter, there can be errors in the following list—if you think the errors may
prevent former shipmates from recognizing and contacting you please advise and corrections will be made
in the next issue.
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Capt. Hunt was XO, USS EVER-
GLADES in 1952 during the ship’s first
Med cruise.        –photo by W. Johnson

Capt. Ed Hunt, June 12, San Diego

Shipmate visits with
former Executive
Officer of AD24

Don’t forget to make your hotel reserva-
tions as soon as possible. At previous re-
unions members who booked late had to
be placed in other locations in order to be
accommodated.

★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★
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 Navy Accepts Delivery of Ronald Reagan
WASHINGTON (NNS) -- The Navy accepted delivery of the newest air-

craft carrier, PCU Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), June 20. The ship design and
construction was executed under a contract awarded to Northrop Grumman
Newport News (NGNN) in December 1994.

Reagan’s first deployment is scheduled for 2005 from her San Diego
homeport, which is home to two other U.S. aircraft carriers.

Reagan is the ninth of the Nimitz-class aircraft carriers. Expected to be in
service for 50 years, Reagan will carry out our nation’s tasking in both peace-
time and in times of crisis. Its nuclear propulsion plant will power the ship for
more than 20 years without refueling, providing virtually unlimited range and
endurance, and a top speed in excess of 30 knots.

Reagan towers 20 stories above the waterline, and at 1,092 feet long, is
nearly as long as the Empire State Building is tall. The ship displaces approxi-
mately 97,000 tons of water and has a 4.5-acre flight deck. The carrier will
serve as home to approximately 6,000 Sailors and 80 plus combat aircraft.

The ship's four catapults and three arresting gear engines enable rapid
and simultaneous launch and recovery of aircraft. Catapults thrust 60,000
pound aircraft 300 feet, from zero to 165 miles per hour in two seconds,
while arresting cables are able to bring a planes traveling in at 150 mile per
hour to a complete stop in about 320 feet. The ship will carry approximately
three million gallons of fuel for its aircraft and escorts, and enough weapons
and stores for extended operations without replenishment.

Design improvements include a completely redesigned island, integrated
ship systems with increased capacity to support future upgrades and improved
facilities for female personnel. In addition, Reagan has extensive repair capa-
bilities, including a fully equipped Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Depart-
ment, a micro-miniature electronics repair shop and numerous ship repair shops.
The ship is equipped with a fiber optic based network for improved communi-
cation and machinery monitoring.

CVN 76 was christened March 4, 2001, by its sponsor, Nancy Reagan.
Vice President Dick Cheney joined Mrs. Reagan in the commissioning of Ronald
Reagan July 12.
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